
The Phonics Screening Check



What is the the Phonics Screening?

• National Phonics check

• Aimed at assessing if children have developed 
appropriate decoding skills

• Allows us to see if any children require further 
support



What does it look like?

• Total of 40 words

• 20 real words and 20 alien 
words

• First 20 focus on skills learnt in 
Reception

• Second 20 focus on skills 
learnt in Y1

• Words increase in difficulty



When does it take place?

• The week commencing 30th November for 
the Year 2 ‘catch up’ screening

• Any time throughout the week 
commencing Monday 7th June for Year 1 
and Year 2 re-takes. 

• Monday – Phonics Party

• Revision sessions every morning

• Any children that are absent can be picked 
up the next week



How does it take place?

• Calm and quiet environment

• One to one with their current teacher

• No time limit

• Read at their own pace



How is my child preparing at school?

• Daily phonics lesson

• Daily practise reading real and alien words

• Intervention

• Whole class reading

• Opportunities for reading for pleasure



What can I do with my child at home?

• Read

• Complete practise material sent home

• Make real and alien word flash cards

• Access phonics videos and games on-line

• Practise using the Reading Eggs programme



What happens if my child does not pass?

• They will receive some extra support 
to further develop their decoding 
skills.

• The will have another opportunity to 
take the screening. 


